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Good afternoon ladies and gentlemen, 

 

I have the pleasure to be here today to open the ceremony of the Second 

annual L’Oréal-Unesco For Women in Science project. 

 

This award was created in 1998 in Paris in order to support women scientists. 

L’Oréal is a French company and we strongly support this initiative which aims 

to recognize accomplished women researchers and to encourage promising 

young women in their scientific research activities. This event reveals every 

year the contribution of these women to the scientific knowledge progress. 

 

Being a woman in science remains a challenge in too many countries. Some 

global figures: Less than 30% of researchers are women and less than 5% of 

Nobel prices are women. This reminds us that there is still a lot to do to reduce 

the gender gap in science. 

 

By awarding prizes and fellowships, L’Oréal and UNESCO encourage the 

vocations of girls in high school and universities. They also recognize excellence 

in a field where women are under-represented. We therefore greatly 

appreciate and support this initiative which has now reached Slovakia since 

2017. 

 

I would also take the opportunity to remind that every year French Embassy is 

supporting access to science through study grants and research grants. In 2018 



 

 

13 Slovak women and 8 men have been supported to travel to France for their 

study or research activity. 

 

In addition France and Slovakia are financing together scientists’ mobility 

through the bilateral PHC Stefanik program. Every two years researchers 

involved in 15 projects are supported to travel to France and Slovakia. In 2019 

this bilateral mobility will be extended to regional mobility in the frame of the 

multilateral Danube Region collaboration which will be widened to France. 

 

34 candidates applied to this second “For Women in Science” L’Oréal– UNESCO 

award. Among the 12 final candidates, only two women will be elected tonight 

but I would like to congratulate all of them for their motivation and for the 

courage they demonstrate every day in their professional activity as scientist. 

 
 

I thank you for your attention. 


