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Good afternoon ladies and gentlemen, 

 

It is a pleasure to be here today to open the friendly tournament « ping pong 

without barriers » which is organized by the Faculty of Mechanical Engineering 

of STU in cooperation with the Slovak Paralympics Committee. The French 

Embassy is deeply touched and honoured to be invited for the opening of this 

event and is also very happy to note the participation of PSA and the French-

Slovak chamber of commerce - FSOK. 

 

France has got a long history in the promotion of sports as a tool of diplomacy 

and of social relationships. I can’t avoid reminding that the Baron Pierre de 

Coubertin has firstly introduced sports in the French public schools and 

“gymnasium” before relaunching the modern Olympic Games in 1894. These 

modern Olympic Games have been set as a diplomatic event bringing closer 

participants and spectators and making them putting a fresh eye on other ones. 

 

This specific approach has been re-used later. In 1948 a British doctor, Sir 

Ludwig Guttmann, organized the “Stoke Mandeville Games” dedicated to 

injured people from WW2. The 9th session of these “Stoke Mandeville Games” 

took place 1 week after the Rome Olympic Games and can therefore be 

considered as the first Paralympic Games session. 

 



 

 

Since, more and more athletes are participating to the Paralympic Games. We 

have the pleasure to have with us today a delegation of the Slovak Paralympic 

table tennis team. As you know, Slovak athletes performed brilliantly during 

the summer Paralympic Games in 2012 in London with 4 medals in tennis table 

including 2 titles. More recently, Slovak winter Paralympic team had also a 

great success in South Korea with 11 medals including 6 in gold! We are 

therefore very humble to meet such big champions or future champions today. 

 

In this special day we must also remember that there are still too few facilities 

from university, administration or company, which are able to welcome people 

in wheelchairs for instance. This must not be forgotten and all initiatives 

contributing to ease access of buildings and facilities are welcome and must be 

supported. 

 

We are thankful to the Faculty of Mechanical Engineering to have taken this 

great initiative to organize this event which brings people closer and make 

them have a different look on handicap. 

 
I wish you a very sporty but friendly tournament! 
 
Thank you for your attention. 


